
Студенту 

Как решать задачи 

Вне зависимости от того, представлена задача в форме вопроса или задания, 

требуется не просто провести Ваш четко сформулированный ответ, но и 

привести Ваше обоснование к этому ответу,  

как правило, основывающееся на:  

 применении определенного метода исследования,  

 объяснении алгоритма решения  

 и корректном использовании лингвистической терминологии.    

  



Task 01 Look up the word ‘gay’ in a dictionary:  

• What is the origin of the word?  

• What meanings are listed for it?  

• Are all the meanings still in use today?  

• Is the most common meaning listed at the start?  

• What part of speech does each meaning of the word belong to?  

• Were you guided as to how to pronounce it?  

How did you get on with this exercise?  

Have you encountered the word ‘gay’ being used to mean bright or lively or only to refer 

to homosexuality?  

In addition, there is a new, more generalised and negative meaning in current (2012) use 

among young people in some English-speaking contexts. ‘ 

Gay’ is often now used to describe something or someone as stupid or awful. Think about 

the dictionary definitions and then the newer meaning and see if you can suggest links 

between them. 



Task 02 Look up the following words in a dictionary:  

pupil; expire; mouse.  

How are the different meanings dealt with?  

Did they have separate entries?  

Think of at least three more homonyms and use a dictionary to see how the different 

meanings are dealt with. How did you get on with this exercise?  

Were the entries listed separately?  

Homonyms are a tricky and confusing area because there are different types.  

Homographs are a type of homonym but they refer to words which have the same spelling 

but different meanings and are sometimes pronounced differently as well.  

Heteronyms are a further category. These refer to words which differ in meaning and 

pronunciation but have the same spelling.  

 

  



Task 03  

Decide how to categorise the following words or groups of words:  

to, too, two glasses, bow, date, tire, tyre, eight, ate, close, desert, console, so, saw, sow, 

sew, right, left, blue,  

  



Task 04  

Discuss the distinction between inflection and derivation. Is this a necessary and valid 

distinction in the study of word structure? Why/why not? Support your answers with 

examples. 2. The morpheme is often defined as ‘the smallest meaningful unit of language’. 

Is this a good definition? Support your argument with examples. 

Below is a list of English words.  

Analyse these words into their constituent morphemes and determine whether these 

morphemes are stems, prefixes or suffixes. What difficulties did you encounter in your 

analysis?  

i. predetermine ii.  

ii. prejudge  

iii. iii. Preconceive 

iv. iv. deceive  

v. v. receive  

vi. vi. ran.  

b. Using your analyses as a reference point, discuss more generally the notion of 

morpheme. 



Task 05 

The following are reported as new words recently added to the English vocabulary 

by the Oxford English Dictionary (OED). Try to describe the morphological 

process (if any) by which they have been created.  

vuvuzela a long horn blown by fans at soccer matches in South Africa  

staycation a holiday spent in one’s home country rather than abroad, or one spent 

at home and involving day trips to local attractions  

microblogging the posting of very short entries or updates on a blog or social 

networking site, typically via a mobile  

defriend another term for unfriend; namely remove (someone) from a list of friends 

or contacts on a social networking site  

geoengineering the deliberate large-scale manipulation of an environmental 

process that affects the earth’s climate, in an attempt to counteract the effects of 

global warming cheeseball a person who lacks taste, style, or originality dubstep a 

form of dance music, typically instrumental, characterised by a sparse, syncopated 

rhythm and a strong bassline. 

 

  



Task 06  

Discuss and demonstrate the difference between English pronunciation and spelling 

 

  



Task 07 

How many words are there in ‘It’s raining cats and dogs’? 
 

  



Task 08  

Answer the questions 

How many morphemes are there in the following words:  

1. respond  

2. warmth  

3. deceive  

4. entry.  

Try to identify them as prefixes, suffixes and stems.  

Which are free and which are bound?  

We haven’t discussed the word catcall.  

Do you think this word also consists of a base and an affix? Why/why not? 

Morphological processes like affixation are often used to create new words out of 

old ones.  

When does the need for a new word arise? 
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